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D e a r M r . P e t r i e

Re: Transmittal of the Summary Report for the Technology Demonstration 2: Sorption of
Mercury in Waste Containers, Oak Ridge, Tennessee (DOE/OR/01-3026&D1)

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC), Division of Land Protection-
Remediation Branch, Oak Ridge Office, received the above referenced Federal Facility Agreement
(FFA) secondary document (letter from M. Carden and Roger Petrie to J. Dawson and E. Marcillo) on
May 11, 2026. The following comments are relevant to the State’s Review:

G e n e r a l C o m m e n t s :

Are the methods reviewed in this document being considered for material disposed at the
Environmental Management Waste Management Facility (EMWMF) or the Environmental
Management Disposal Facility (EMDF)?

1.

Part of this study focuses on the potential for mercury vapor to condensate into liquid mercury in
waste containers during storage and shipping activities. If it does condensate into containers
during projects on the Oak Ridge Reservation, how does the “recoverable” designation apply to
this liquid mercury?

2 .

Details should be included regarding how the FerroBlack-H40-coated vermiculate placed in the
waste containers will be characterized and disposed of after the storage and shipping process.

3 .

Throughout this document, it is stated that these sorbents can be used to “absorb the mercury
vapors”. Considering the FerroBlack-H40 is used as acoating on vermiculite, please clarify as
to whether any form of mercury is adsorbed, as well.

4 .

Were the boxes used in this study pressure tested to ensure there is no potential for air leaking?5 .








