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Mr. Roger Petrie
Federal Facility Agreement Manager
Oak Ridge Office of Environmental Management
U.S. Department of Energy
P O B o x 4 0 6 7

Oak Ridge, TN 37831
coumy MAYOR'S OFFICE

D e a r M r . P e t r i e

RE: 2026 Remediation Effectiveness Report for the U.S. Department of Energy Oak Ridge Site
Oak Ridge, Tennessee (DOE/OR/01-3018&D1)

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC), Division of Land Protection -
Remediation Branch, Oak Ridge Office has reviewed the above referenced document pursuant to the
Federal Facility Agreement (FFA) for the Oak Ridge Reservation (ORR). This letter meets the FFA
review cycle protocol of 90 days for the subject document. The following comments are relevant to that
r e v i e w .

G e n e r a l C o m m e n t s

1. Significant effort in this document is spent evaluating contaminant concentration trends at
numerous groundwater wells associated with specific remedial/removal action projects that did
not include remedial action objectives (RAOs) or applicable or relevant and appropriate
requirements (ARARs) to address groundwater. The scopes to address groundwater cleanup
are intended to be addressed separately under future groundwater specific Records of Decision
(RODS). Despite this, groundwater is used significantly to illustrate astory about the
contamination and impacts associated with the remedial/removal actions being addressed
within this Remediation Effectiveness Report (RER).

An evaluation of contaminant impacts at specific monitoring wells over 5-and 10-year
timelines, and corresponding determinations of stable, increasing, or decreasing trends
at these monitoring wells is presented and discussed throughout this document. While
trend analysis is potentially illustrative for specific monitoring wells overtime, any
conclusions regarding overall plume degradation, attenuation, or groundwater stability
a r e n o t d e f e n s i b l e .

a .

While decreasing trends at individual wells may (as is alluded to in this document) show
evidence of natural attenuation and volatile organic compounds (VOC) plume
degradation over time, these trends may just as likely show plume movement and
ongoing contaminant migration. Without the delineation of groundwater conditions
required to evaluate contamination in groundwater (including those required to assess
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