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RE: Addendum to the Zone 1Groundwater Plumes Remedial Investigation Work Plan for Exit
Pathway Monitoring, East Tennessee Technology Park, Oak Ridge, Tennessee (DOE/OR/01-
2903&D2/A3)

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC), Division of Land Protection -
Remediation Branch, Oak Ridge Environmental Field Office, received the U.S. Department of Energy
(DOE) letter transmitting the above referenced document on March 9, 2026.

While the exit-pathway work proposed in this Zone 1(Z1) Remedial Investigation Work Plan (RIWP)
addendum may be beneficial to the overall ETTP groundwater investigation, the effort and money
associated with this project may be better utilized, at this time, to accelerate implementation of the
alternatives approved in the East Tennessee Technology Park (ETTP) Main Plant Interim Record of
Decision (IROD) (DOE-OR-01-2949&D1). Redevelopment at ETTP is occurring rapidly, even outpacing
planned and approved groundwater remediation efforts (e.g.. Radiant in the K-27 area). Money and
effort spent on this particular exit-pathway project may be better utilized to help expedite Main Plant
groundwater source reduction before reindustrialization makes it difficult to access groundwater plumes
and potentially more costly to implement approved alternatives. DOE has made commitments through
the ETTP Main Plant Interim Record of Decision (IROD) (DOE-OR-01-2949&D1) to substantially
reduce contaminant mass of 6chlorinated volatile organic compound (CVOC) source areas. TDEC
encourages DOE to prioritize this effort and accelerate implementation of the selected alternative to
reduce groundwater CVOC contamination. This will in turn help to reduce the vapor intrusion pathways
risk to incoming developers. Despite the rapid reindustrialization of ETTP, DOE is still expected to
“return usable ground waters to their beneficial uses wherever practicable, within atimeframe that is
reasonable” 40 CFR §300.430(a)(1)(iii)(F).




















