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The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) Division of Land Protection -
Remediation Section, Oak Ridge Office (DLP-OR) is transmitting this letter to communicate TDEC’s
priorities for mercury remediation at the Y-12 National Security Complex (Y-12). The U.S. Department
of Energy (DOE) has informed TDEC and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) that the
Outfall 200 (OF200) Mercury Treatment Facility (MTF) has been paused indefinitely due to cost
overruns and delays. Due to these significant delays, DOE requested aseveral-year milestone
extension for the OF200 MTF Phased Construction Completion Report (POOR), which both EPA and
TDEC subsequently denied. DOE has invoked informal dispute and is currently evaluating numerous
technologies/remediation alternatives to address mercury in Upper East Fork Poplar Creek (UEFPC),
one of which includes completion of the OF200 MTF.

TDEC recognizes the importance of the OF200 MTF to address mercury contamination in UEFPC
which continues to exit Y-12 into the City of Oak Ridge and surrounding community. DOE has initiated
discussions with TDEC and EPA to evaluate the various mercury treatment technologies/remediation
alternatives DOE has identified which could be used in lieu of constructing the OF200 MTF. TDEC is
engaging in dialogue about alternatives in good faith as part of informal dispute resolution. While
TDEC is willing to discuss these various alternatives, any proposal to replace OF200 MTF as
specified in the Amendment to the Record of Decision for Phase IInterim Source Control Actions in
the Upper East Fork Poplar Creek Characterization Area, Oak Ridge, Tennessee: Water Treatment at
Outfall 200 (DOE/OR/01-2697&D2) would need to be substantial. Any such proposal should address
TDEC’s priorities as set forth here.

TDEC’s priorities as it relates to mercury at Y-12 include the following:

●Mercury source removal/source control to reduce mercury exiting Y-12 into the City of
Oak Ridge -Identification and source removal/control of mercury sources to accelerate
restoration of UEFPC to the interim surface water goal of 200 parts per trillion (ppt) at Station
17 as specified in the Phase IInterim Record of Decision (IRCD) for UEFPC (DOE/CR/01-
1951&D3). Achieving this interim goal will set the stage for further actions to address
methylmercury in fish tissue to reach compliance in afinal RCD. In the absence of the CF200
MTF as amajor step toward this goal, TDEC considers source removal to be more permanent
than source control .






