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RE: Final Phased Construction Completion Report for Exposure Units Z2-20, Z2-21, and Z2-
22 In Zone 2, East Tennessee Technology Park, Oak Ridge, Tennessee (DOE/OR/01-2991&D1)

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) Division of Remediation,
Oak Ridge Office (DoR-OR) is in receipt of the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) letter dated
December 17, 2025, transmitting the above referenced document. DoR-OR received the
transmittal the same day. TDEC has completed areview of the document pursuant to the
Federal Facility Agreement (FFA) for the Oak Ridge Reservation and offers the following
c o m m e n t s :

G e n e r a l C o m m e n t s

1. 'Target depth" is aterm used in the document when discussing the trichloroethene
(TCE) soils remedial action (RA) in Exposure Unit (EU) Z2-21. The term is defined on page
45 as "the minimum depth of excavation and the point where confirmation sampling will
begin. Within the TCE RA, target depths vary between 20 and 35 ft bgs." In other
discussions, the target depth was used as the elevation at which excavation ceased, i.e.,
no further vertical advancement due to achieving the target depth. An example is in the
second paragraph on page 164 where it states, "Some of the TCE concentrations at the
38-ft depth interval may exceed the respective remediation level (RL) (400 pg/kg) at
some locations (e.g., Z2-EU21 -W-9 [571 pg/kg] and Z2-EU21-NW-R05 [1130 pg/kg]);
however, as stated previously, these concentrations are in the target of 35 ft or deeper
and, therefore, do not drive the excavation vertically or horizontally." There seems to be
ambiguity in the use of the term "target depth". Please consider adding clarifying text so
the reader clearly understands the meaning and usefulness of the term.






