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TDEC Comments: Explanation of Significant Differences for the Record of Decision for the
Disposal of Oak Ridge Reservation Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation,
and Liability Act of 1980 Waste, Oak Ridge, Tennessee: Clean Water Act (DOE/OR/01-2972&D2)

The Tennessee Department of Environment &Conservation (TDEC), Division of Remediation -Oak
Ridge Office, received the referenced document on December 8, 2025. TDEC provides the enclosed
comments, including feedback on responses to TDEC's May 17, 2024, comments on the draft (D1)
document. These comments are intended to support finalization of this Explanation of Significant
Differences (ESD) for the Environmental Management Waste Management Facility (EMWMF) Record
of Decision (ROD) with the understanding that the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) will submit an
a d d i t i o n a l E S D i n t h e n e x t f e w m o n t h s .

This ESD adds the Clean Water Act (CWA) and associated regulations to the EMWMF ROD as relevant
and appropriate requirements to manage radiological landfill wastewater in accordance with the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator's Dispute Resolution Decision. TDEC, DOE, and
EPA continue to work towards agreement on non-radiological pollutant effluent discharge limits. As
part of these discussions, DOE has acknowledged that Tennessee's Antidegradation requirements
(TDEC 0400-40-Q3-.06) are considered an Applicable or Relevant and Appropriate Requirement
(AFtAR) for the EMWMF non-radiological discharges of CWA pollutants. The State understands DOE
will submit afollow-on ESD which will add applicable requirements and effluent discharge limits for
managing non-radiological pollutants like mercury and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). Therefore,
TDEC limited comments to the management of radiological wastewater.

The DOE letter, dated December 8, 2025, states that this ESD "resolves the dispute associated with
establishing radiological discharge limits for the Environmental Management Waste Management
Facility landfill wastewater discharges." TDEC clarifies that neither submittal nor approval of this ESD
resolves the longstanding need for the EMWMF ROD to include applicable requirements and effluent
discharge limits for managing the non-radiological chemicals.
































