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STATE OF TENNESSEE
D E P A R T M E N T O F E N V I R O N M E N T A N D C O N S E R V A T I O N

Division of Remediation -Oak Ridge
761 Emory Valley Road

Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830

October 21, 2025

Mr. Roger Petrie
Federal Facility Agreement Manager
U.S. Department of Energy
Oak Ridge Office of Environmental Management
Post Office Box 4067

Oak Ridge, TN 37831

D e a r M r . P e t r i e

TDEC Comment Letter for the 2025 CERCLA Five-Year Review for the Bear Creek Valley
Administrative Watershed on the U.S. Department of Energy Oak Ridge National
Priorities List Site, Oak Ridge, Tennessee (DOE/OR/01-2990&D1)

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC), Division of Remediation-
Oak Ridge Office, received the above referenced submittal on August 1, 2025. The document
has been reviewed pursuant to the Federal Facility Agreement for the Oak Ridge Reservation.
TDEC provides the following comments:

G e n e r a l C o m m e n t s

1. Section 2.2 of the Five-Year Review (FYR) describes the actions that were performed
under the Bear Creek Valley (BCV) OU-2 Record of Decision (ROD) (DOE/OR/02-1435&D2)
and makes several conclusions including "all the assumptions used at the time of the
selection of the remedy are stiil valid", "no impacts related to effectiveness of the remedy were
noted", and "the remedy implemented at the BCV OU 2(containment and LUCs [land use
controls]) is protective of human health and the environment". Recent discussions
regarding the persistence of mercury contamination in and around Bear Creek and the
impairment designation of the stream have raised concerns regarding the potential
impact the SY-200 area may have on Bear Creek,

a. The OU-2 ROD includes applicable or relevant and appropriate requirement
(ARARs) that specify general performance monitoring requirements for waste left
in place including controlling the "post-closure escape of solid waste, solid waste
constituents, leachate, contaminated rainfall, or waste decomposition products" and
that the operator must not limit the present or future uses of groundwater
underlying the area. TDEC's concerns with mercury being left in the SY-200 Yard
were documented in the BCV OU-2 ROD Concurrence Letter dated July 1996 with










