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TDEC Letter for the Remedial Investigation Work Pian for Bear Creek Valley Burial
Ground. Oak Ridge Reservation, Oak Ridge. Tennessee (DOE/OR/01-2999&D1)

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC), Division of Remediation-
Oak Ridge Office, received the above referenced Remedial Investigation Work Plan (RIWP) for
the Bear Creek Burial Ground (BCBG) on March 11, 2025. The document has been reviewed
pursuant to the Federal Facility Agreement for the Oak Ridge Reservation. TDEC provides the
following comments and requests the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) schedule ameeting to
discuss prior to submission of adraft D2:

G e n e r a l C o m m e n t s

1) The Remedial Action Objectives (RAOs) for this project as defined throughout the work
plan and Data Quality Objectives (DQO) include general statements describing the
characterization of source material and the goal of achieving a"final ROD for the BCBG
and associated source media." It is unclear from the RIWP language if DOE is expecting
to reach afinal decision on shallow groundwater as part of this effort,

a. According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) guidance, Non-
Aqueous Phase Liquid (NAPL) in fractured bedrock constitutes both a"source
material" and a"principal threat waste". Considering the scope of this project
excludes deep groundwater and sources of groundwater contamination likely
below the top of bedrock, DOE will be unable to achieve afinal Record of
Decision (ROD) encompassing all source media,

b. Provided that vertical hydraulic gradients in the area are upward and that
shallow and deep groundwater are inherently interconnected, shallow
groundwater will be impacted by deep groundwater sources (e.g., evidence of
NAPL in the bedrock south of A-South). Without including deep groundwater
characterization, no final decisions will be able to be made regarding shallow














