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RE: Time-Critical Removal Action White Wing Scrap Yard (Waste Area Grouping 11), Oak
Ridge Reservation, Oak Ridge, Tennessee

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC), Division of Remediation-
Oak Ridge Office (DoR-OR), recognizes the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) will proceed with
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) clean-up of
soil, sediments, and/or surface water at the White Wing Scrap Yard (WWSY) under atime-critical
removal action (TCRA) to facilitate early property transfer of the WWSY for beneficial reuse. As
such, the Remedial Investigation Work Plan (RIWP) for White Wing Scrap Yard (DOE/OR/01 -
2970&D1) will be rescinded to allow for the removal action (RmA) process to proceed.

TDEC supports the potential future property transfer of WWSY. Given that DOE has elected to
proceed under aTCRA, TDEC would like to reiterate its May 16, 2024, comments on the RIWP,
and our November 26, 2024, comments on DOE'S response to comments pertaining to
threatened and endangered (T&E) species. TDEC strongly encourages DOE to consider those
comments while moving through the TCRA process.

Specifically, DOE should conduct asurvey and accounting of threatened, endangered, or rare
species prior to clearing of vegetation to ensure any investigation or RmA activities are
completed in accordance with applicable or relevant and appropriate requirements (ARARs)
concerning T&E species.

●ARARs should include relevant state and federal regulations for protection of T&E
species, as well as species listed "in need of management."

While ARARs are not yet finalized for final CERCLA actions at the WWSY, the
timing of the TCRA makes it important to address T&E and listed species during
site characterization prior to initiation of the RmA.
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