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D e a r M r . P e t r i e

Re: Addendum 6(Attachment H-1 -Exposure Unit-4A Data Quality Objective Scoping
Package) to the Remedial Design Report/Remedial Action Work Plan for Soils, Sediments,
and Dynamic Characterization Strategy for Bethel Valley, Oak Ridge, Tennessee
(DOE/OR/01-2378&D5/A6)

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC), Division of Remediation-
Oak Ridge Office, received the above referenced submittal on September 25, 2024. The
document has been reviewed pursuant to Section XXX of the Federal Facility Agreement (FFA)
for the Oak Ridge Reservation.

The Bethel Valley Interim Record of Decision (BVIROD) was signed in 2002 to document interim
goals and actions for approximately 1700 acres within the Oak Ridge National Laboratory
(ORNL) to mitigate the ongoing contaminant releases to the environment. The IROD established
the necessary administrative record to proceed with interim actions for the operable unit. As 23
years have passed since the BV IROD was established and with U.S. Department of Energy's
current interest in remediating soils to protect groundwater in the area, the FFA parties should
discuss re-evaluating the site expectations determined in the BV IROD and assess what path
forward is most conducive to efficient completion of site cleanup and best supports the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE) Office of Science future plans for redevelopment within EU-4A.
Characterizing to 2feet (ft) using industrial screening levels does not provide sufficient data to
determine protectiveness when contaminated soils are encountered during redevelopment or
to evaluate the need to remediate those soils which act as contaminant sources to groundwater
c o n t a m i n a t i o n .

TDEC understands that resource al locat ion and basel ine cost must be considered when

planning soil characterization and remediation actions at the site. However, TDEC maintains
that characterizing to depth during initial assessments will support effective baseline planning


















