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D e a r M r . P e t r i e

TDEC Comment Letter for Bear Creek Valley Mercury Sources Remedial Site Evaluation
for the U.S. Department of Energy Oak Ridge Site Oak Ridge, Tennessee (DOE/OR/01-
2 9 7 7 & D 1 )

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC), Division of Remediation-
Oak Ridge Office, received the above referenced submittal on September 6, 2024. The
document has been reviewed pursuant to the Federal Facility Agreement for the Oak Ridge
Reservation. The following paragraph and comments are relevant to the review of this
d o c u m e n t .

TDEC does not believe this Remedial Site Evaluation (RSE) meets the requirements of the
Mercury Management Approach "to evaluate mercury methylation in Bear Creek" as outlined in
the Environmental Management Disposal Facility (EMDF) Record of Decision (ROD) (DOE/OR/01 -
2794&D2) and does not accept the conclusion that no further action is needed to address
methyimercury in the Bear Creek watershed.

G e n e r a l C o m m e n t s

1. The Mercury Management Approach section of the EMDF ROD states, "Unless the
conclusion in the RSE accepted by all parties is for no further action, the RSE shall lead
to other milestones for removal or remedial actions, including developing the
substantive equivalent to developing load allocations and waste load allocations under
40 CFR 130.7(c)(2) and 130.2(g)(h) and (i)." TDEC does not believe this RSE meets the
requirements of the Mercury Management Approach as outlined in the EMDF ROD and
does not accept the conclusion that no further action is needed. Please explain how
mercury methylation will be evaluated in accordance with the goal as defined by the
EMDF ROD considering the following issues:














