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D e a r M r. P e t r i e

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC), Division of Remediation-Oak
Ridge Office, received the above referenced submittal on September 25, 2023. The document has
been reviewed pursuant to the Federal Facility Agreement (FFA) for the Oak Ridge Reservation (ORR).
The following comments are relevant to the review of this document:

G e n e r a l C o m m e n t

As has been discussed among the FFA parties for some time now, environmental regulations in
Tennessee designate groundwater across the ORR as General Use Groundwater. Therefore, the final
remediation goal for general use groundwater requires contaminant concentrations to not exceed
federal and/or state Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCL) for the protection of human health.

Seemingly in contrast, the Upper East Fork Poplar Creek (UEFPC) Phase II Record of Decision (ROD)
for Interim Remedial Actions and associated Remedial Action Work Plan (RAWP) establishes a
process for calculating soil trigger levels (TLs) for protection of groundwater based on an interim
DOE-controlled industrial use of the property and the groundwater. The ROD for Phase II Interim
Remedial Actions states "the focus of efforts is aimed at eliminating or reducing existing contamination
to below unacceptable risk-based levels for workers on site."

TDEC recommends the FFA parties discuss these differing remediation goals and reach agreement
on apath forward which is acceptable to all the stakeholders and is transparent to the public. The
following list is intended to both clarify the record and assist with future FFA discussions on this
subject.

The UEFPC ROD for Phase II Interim Remedial Actions (2229&D3) was signed in 2006 with "a
primary objective of the remediation measures presented...to protect industrial workers from








