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D e a r M r . P e t r i e

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC), Division of
Remediation-Oak Ridge Office, received the above referenced submittal on October 10,
2023. The document has been reviewed pursuant to the Federal Facility Agreement (FFA)
for the Oak Ridge Reservation (ORR). The following comments are relevant to the review of
t h i s d o c u m e n t :

G e n e r a l C o m m e n t s

Section 1or Section 2should introduce the point that this Remedial Site Evaluation
(RSE) is driven by the Environmental Management Disposal Facility (EMDF) Record of
Decision (ROD). This important context is not presented until Section 7.1. As
described in the EMDF ROD, the effective implementation of this RSE is required to
identify mercury methylation areas in Bear Creek which currently prevent the creek
from being in compliance with applicable water quality standards.

1 .

Please clarify the objective. Section 1.1 states the objective "is to evaluate potential
sources of mercury and methylmercury within the Bear Creek Valley (BCV)
Watershed." However, the EMDF ROD states the RSE will "evaluate mercury
methylation in Bear Creek..." These objectives do not directly align as the first
implies finding any mercury within the watershed while the second implies
evaluating only those sources contributing to the water quality of Bear Creek. The
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