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D e a r M r . P e t r i e

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC), Division of Remediation -
Oak Ridge Office, received the draft (D1) of the subject work plan on May 9, 2023. TDEC
reviewed the document in accordance with the Federal Facility Agreement (FFAj for the Oak Ridge
Reservation (ORR). with one exception. TDEC accommodated aU.S. Department of Energy (DOE)
request to complete this review byjune 30, 2023, rather than the 90-day FFA review protocol.
General comments developed during TDEC's review are offered in the following paragraphs,
and specific comments are enclosed.

G e n e r a l C o m m e n t s

1. The Record of Decision (ROD) for the Environmental Management Disposal Facility (EMDF)
requires completion of aGroundwater Field Demonstration (GWFD). As stated in the ROD
(p. 2-88), the objective of the GWFD is "to determine the seasonal high water table [SFIWT]
that will control the final design elevation of the geologic buffer in the knoll area" (italics
added for emphasis). The agreement is to measure water levels under simulated post¬
construction conditions to estimate future groundwater elevations and provide adesign
basis. The ROD notes the possibility that earthen fill materials may be needed to elevate the
landfill to achieve the required separation from groundwater.

The work plan describes the GWFD scope well, but wording throughout the document is
inconsistent with the ROD requirement. For example, the work plan states (p. 1): 'The
objective of the GWFD is to verify the post-construction groundwater surface is below the
design base of the geologic buffer in the knoll area where the seasonal high groundwater
elevations sometimes exceed this design base" (italics added for emphasis). This wording










































