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Addendum to the Action Memorandum for the Y-12 Facilit ies Non-Time Critical Removal
Action Deactivation/Demolition Project, Oak Ridge. Tennessee
(DOE/OR/01-2462&D2/A1/R2)

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) Division of Remediation,
Oak Ridge Office (DoR-OR) is in receipt of the Department of Energy (DOE) letter dated March
28, 2023, transmitting the above referenced document. DoR-OR received the transmittal the
same day. TDEC has completed areview of the document pursuant to the Federal Facility
Agreement (FFA) for the Oak Ridge Reservation (ORR). Although TDEC supports the general
intent of this Action Memorandum (AM) Addendum, TDEC cannot support the contingent use of
the NPDES-permitted Liquid and Gaseous Waste Operations (LGWO) at the Oak Ridge National
Laboratory (ORNL) to treat mercury-contaminated wastewater without anumerical limit for the
discharge of mercury into White Oak Creek. While the AM Addendum does note discharges will
remain protective of the receiving waters when CERCLA waste is treated at wastewater
treatment plants, the AM Addendum does not provide adequate explanation of how this
protective determination is being made. As there is no limit for mercury in the LGWO permit
and the FFA documents do not propose alimit for allowable mercury discharge, the protection
of the receiving waters from the discharge cannot be assured.

TDEC's position on this issue has been reiterated since the first version of the AM Addendum
was submitted. On December 5, 2022, TDEC received an Addendum to this AM (DOE/OR/01 -
2462&D2/A1) that included language allowing wastewater from work conducted under this AM
to be treated at the LGWO. As multiple facilities and environmental media at Y-12 are known to
have exceptional levels of mercury contamination, TDEC responded to the AM Addendum
submittal on January 5, 2023, stating the position noted above and requesting all references to
the LGWO be removed from the AM Addendum. On February 14, 2023, TDEC received a
revision to the AM Addendum (DOE/OR/01 -2462&D2/A1 /R1) that did not remove LGWO as a
treatment facility option. During acall on February 22, 2023, the tri-parties discussed






