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Dear Mr. Pet r ie

TDEC Comment Letter Addendum to the Removal Action Work Plan for the Y-12 Facilities
Deactivation/Demolition Project, Oak Ridge, Tennessee: Alpha-2 Complex Demolition
(DOE/OR/01-2479&D1/A13/R1)

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC), Division of Remediation-
Oak Ridge Office, received the above referenced submittal on September 21, 2022. The ,
document has been reviewed pursuant to the Federal Facility Agreement (FFA) for the Oak
Ridge Reservation. The following comments and concerns remain:

G e n e r a l C o m m e n t s

1, The current removal action plan includes turning off asump in the basement of Alpha-2
until the demolition of the facility is complete, which has been estimated to be 18 months.
The selected remedy in the UEFPC Phase 1ROD includes treatment of mercury-
contaminated groundwater collected in the Alpha-2 sumps. As the interim goal at Station 17
has not been achieved, collection and treatment of contaminated groundwater must
continue pursuant to the terms of the ROD. Under the terms of the ROD, use of the sump

be discontinued until the ROD goal is met or the ROD'S requirements are modified.
While the CERCLA removal authority is recognized as appropriate for decommissioning and
decontamination (D&D) of buildings, the scope of the proposed action involved in dealing
with the basement sump impinges into the scope of the earlier ROD. Removal authority is
designed to complement remedial action, not override it. Therefore, acessation of
treatment of as long as 18 months will require modification of the interim ROD. The
procedure under 40 CFR 300.435 for modifications to aROD should be used either for an
Explanation of Significant Differences (ESD) or aROD amendment for the aspect of
proposed action involving cessation of the treatment for the basement sump water which
will be caused by the D&D. While removal authority can be utilized, removal authority is not
allowed to override features of the remedy already covered by aROD.
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