
Oak Ridge Reservation Communities Alliance 

November 3, 2014 

Location of meeting: Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation  

Oak Ridge Oversight Building 

 

 

Members Present: Tom Beehan, Mayor, City of Oak Ridge; Terry Frank, Mayor, Anderson County; 
Ron Woody, Executive, Roane County. 
 

Members Absent: Don Edwards, Executive, Morgan County; Tim Burchett, Mayor, Knox County  
 

Others Present: John Owsley, Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation, DOE 
Oversight Division; Mark Watson, City of Oak Ridge; Amy Fitzgerald, City  of 
Oak Ridge; Scott Stout, Roane County Office of Emergency Services; Dave Adler, 
Department of Energy; Laura Wilkerson, Department of Energy; Mary Anne 
Koltowich, Roane County Environmental Review Board; Mark Watson, City of 
Oak Ridge; Steve Kenworthy, Environmental Quality Advisory Board Susan 
Gawarecki, Ground Control, Inc.; Fay Martin, Oak Ridge Site Specific Advisory 
Board 

 

Media Present:  None 

   

(A sign-in sheet is attached and on file with the minutes.) 

 

PURPOSE OF MEETING: 

See attached agenda. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Mayor Tom Beehan called the meeting to order at 1:04 p.m. A quorum was declared.  

 

WELCOME AND OPENING COMMENTS: 

Mayor Beehan welcomed everyone to the meeting and had everyone introduce themselves. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

A copy of the agenda from the September 9, 2014 meeting was distributed.  A motion made by Mayor Terry 

Frank and a second was made by Executive Ron Woody to accept the minutes.  The motion passed unanimously 

by a voice vote.  

 

UPDATES FROM INTERGOVERNMENTAL REPRESENTATIVES  

 Emergency Response and Planning-  There was no representative and no report 

 Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation: Mr. Owsley had no report 

 

UPDATE ON DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY EM ISSUES 

 Environmental Management Waste Disposal Facility: Ms. Wilkerson gave a brief history on how the first 

disposal site was selected out of 35 potential sites.  Basically, the same process will be used for the 

second site with fewer potential sites.  The two major factor on disposal of the contaminated waste is 

cost and risk on site.  Mayor Beehan asked will local government and the community have a role in the 



process of determining the best method of disposal.  Mayor Beehan was concerned on the first disposal 

method (transport to another facility or disposal facility on site) local government and the community 

had little to no input in the process.  Ms. Gawarecki stated the Local Oversite Committee was involved in 

the process.  Mr. Woody requested a bar graph of the current disposal site to determine the current 

level of capacity.  Ms. Wilkerson said the current disposal site was about 65% of capacity and the 

remainder will be the demolition waste from the East Tennessee Technology Park (ETTP).  The current 

site will not be sufficient for the demolition waste for the Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) or Y-12.  

Ms. Wilkerson stated that higher levels of radiological waste are being ship to other facilities in the west. 

Each lot of waste is characterized and then determined to which facility or site it will be sent. There are 

regulation in place on the waste by DOE, EPA and TDEC.  It was questioned if the used of rail would be a 

better method relating to cost.  Ms. Wilkerson said not all facilities have rail nearby.  

 Groundwater Studies/Fact Sheet: Mr. Adler stated impact studies to the west of the Oak Ridge 

Reservation will begin in the next few weeks.  DOE will be using some modeling information of the 

United States Geological Survey (USGS) for flow modeling.  Mr. Adler said that TDEC and the EPA will be 

involved in the process as well.  Some measures to be collect from the wells: groundwater use and flow, 

sampling of the 90 existing wells, no new wells will be drilled.  The property owners will receive a $500 

for the sampling rights from DOE.  DOE will be making phone in the next couple of weeks and begin 

sampling in January 2015. 

 Natural Resources Damages Assessment (NRDA): Mr. Adler gave information on how the works.  Mr. 

Adler said when it determined contamination has left the DOE site.  The process goes through a Board of 

Trustees to determine the settlement.  All settlements must be sent to the Department of Justice (DOJ) 

for approval.  The settlements may or may not be monetary.  Some settlements have be land deeds.     

 

UPDATE ON GRANT AND NECESSARY ACTIONS 

Grant Amendment Request- Ms. Fitzgerald requested a motion to send a letter to the State to request $25,000 

from FY14 budget to be placed in the FY15 budget to be budgeted for the consultants’ work on the waste 

disposal facility.  Motion by Executive Woody, second by Mayor Frank.  The motion passed unanimously by a 

voice vote.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Election of Chairperson – This was Mayor Beehan last meeting as chairman since he was not running for office 

again.  Mayor Frank made a motion to elect Executive Woody chairman, second by Mayor Beehan. The motion 

passed unanimously by a voice vote.  

  

ADJOURN 

 Meeting was adjourned by Chairman Beehan at 2:55 p.m. 

 

 

Prepared by:  Scott Stout, Roane County OES 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 



 



 



  



 


