
Oak Ridge Reservation Communities Alliance 

June 26, 2017 

2:00 pm 

Location of meeting: Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation, Division of Remediation,  

Oak Ridge Office 

 

Members Present:  
 

Warren Gooch, City of Oak Ridge Mayor; Ron Woody, Roane County 
Executive; Richard Burroughs, Anderson County Proxy; Jody Zorsch, 
Morgan County Proxy 

Members Absent: 
 

Don Edwards, Morgan County Executive; Tim Burchett, Knox County 
Mayor,  Terry Frank, Anderson County Mayor  
 

Others Present: 
 
 

Bud Yard, TDEC; Michael Higgins, TDEC; Chris Thompson, TDEC; David 
Adler, DOE; Ben Williams, DOE; Dallas Dyce, COR; Ellen Smith, COR; Amy 
Fitzgerald, COR; Scott Stout, RCOES; Traci Cofer, RCOES; Rachel 
Wojciechowski, potential TDEC Intern; Doug Colclasure, Citizen of OR; 
Deanna Jones, TDEC; Mark Watson, COR; Steve Oglesby, TEMA; Mary 
Anne Koltowich, RCERB; Sarah McAuliffe, Explore Oak Ridge; Pam May, 
Roane Alliance; Rhonda Bogard, EQAB 

   (Sign-in sheet attached) 

PURPOSE OF MEETING: (Agenda attached) 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Woody called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm, declared a quorum, and asked for 

introductions to be made around the room. 

 

I. WELCOME AND OPENING COMMENTS: 

Chairman Woody welcomed everyone to the meeting and began review of the agenda. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

A motion made by Mayor Gooch and a second was made by Jody Zorsch to accept the minutes.  On a voice vote 

the motion passed. 

 

III. DISCUSSION AND NECESSARY ACTION ITEMS 

a. The members reviewed the FY18 Work Plan (Will be posted on website www.orrcatn.com)  

A motion was made by Mayor Gooch to accept the FY18 Work Plan, and a second was made by Jody Zorsch. On a voice 

vote the motion passed. 

b. Submission of quarterly reports. (See attached) 

 COR, Anderson and Roane County submitted activity reports.  

 No report was submitted by Morgan and Knox counties  

A motion was made by Jody Zorsch to accept the quarterly reports, and a second was made by Mayor Gooch. On a 

voice vote the motion passed. 

c. Response Letter from Jay Mullis (See attached) – Jay Mullis responded to Chairman Woody’s 

letter by thanking him for bringing the remediation of the Clinch River/Poplar Creek shoreline 

to his attention. Dave Adler further expounded on the intention of DOE to scout the shorelines 

for items of remediation.   

http://www.orrcatn.com/


d. Letter to Federal Railroad Administration (See attached) – Chairman Woody wrote a letter to 

the Federal Railroad Administration articulating local concerns about and requesting an 

investigation into the corrosive materials being stored in the railcars at ETTP.  

e. Intern Guidelines/Future Focus (See attached) – Members discussed the guidelines for future 

intern applicants and deadlines for submission. 

A motion made by Mayor Gooch and a second was made by Jody Zorsch to accept the 

guidelines for internship with ORRCA.  On a voice vote the motion passed. 

f. BORCE Map (See attached) 

IV. UPDATES FROM STATE & FEDERAL AGENCIES 

a.) Emergency Planning: Steve Oglesby reported that there has been a Presidential Declaration of Disaster (PDD) 

made for Tennessee opening up federal funding for the 12 counties that were adversely affected by the 

Memorial Day weekend storms that occurred on May 27, 2017. He also stated that TEMA was working with the 

counties to prepare for the upcoming TVA exercise.  

Mike Higgins reported:  

 D&D facilities were being taken down. 

 Work on groundwater rod was ongoing 

 Reindustrialization and preservation efforts continue 

 EMDF proposed landfill project is in feasibility study stage 

 ORNL remedial investigations are ongoing 

b.) Environmental Management: Dave Adler reported on all of the following- 

i. Y-12 (Mercury & Demolition) –Continued work toward 2020 deadline 

a. Groundwater restoration is longer-term project 

b. Y-12 focus on water treatment plant completion 

c. Already beginning work towards a landfill for its phase out 

d. Liquid mercury will not be disposed of inside Tennessee. “Quicksilver” is shipped 

away from TN for disposal. Only trace/residual mercury is confined and disposed of 

inside the state.  

e. Have entered into a protocol or formal dispute over language disagreements within 

a document. Must find language that all parties can agree on.  

ii. ORNL –Looking forward to resuming shipments of waste from Oak Ridge facilities to waste 

management treatment centers.  

iii. Private groundwater sampling and analysis is ongoing  

V. REPORTS  

i. Fiduciary Report and updates from the City of Oak Ridge -COR staff submitted a report of 

the fiduciary spending of ORRCA funds 

A motion was made by Mayor Gooch to approve the resolution, and a second was made by Jody Zorsch. On a voice vote 

the motion passed. 

 



ii. Amy Fitzgerald reported that: 

 the City had submitted comments to DOE on the Draft 5 version of the Remedial 
Investigation/Feasibility Study of the proposed nuclear landfill 

 the K-25 History Center project at Oak Ridge Fire Station #4 is proceeding, with RFP’s expected 
to be issued soon 

 City staff participated in the recent DOE Emergency Response Exercise 

 a recent review of DOE’s proposed FY18 EM Budget shows stable funding; the Energy 
Communities Alliance and other intergovernmental organizations are emphasizing the need to 
modernize infrastructure at DOE sites 

 Explore Oak Ridge, the Roane Alliance, and the Anderson County Tourism have been busy with 
activities in support of ORRCA’s public education and outreach scope of work. She introduced 
Pam May with the Roane Alliance, who provided an update of their activities. 

iii. Oak Ridge Site Specific Advisory Board Activities  -No report   

iv. Roane County Environmental Review Board Activities – Mary Anne Koltowich reported on 

the group of citizens that have taken over the issue of the invasive weeds. There has been a 

board created to handle the future issues.  

v. Environmental Quality Advisory Board – Rhonda Bogard reported on a disease that is 

affecting the Ash trees in Tennessee. EQUB is sponsoring a Workshop to discuss the issues 

on August 29, 2017 from 6-8 pm at the Arboretum.  

VI. Meeting (ECA, DOE Annual Interlocal, ETC):  

a. Chairman Woody updated the members and attendees about upcoming meetings of interest 

VII. OTHER BUSINESS 

Chairman Woody announced the next scheduled ORRCA quarterly meeting would be on Monday, September 

25, 2017 at 2pm at TDEC. 

VIII. ADJOURN 

 The meeting concluded at 3:07 pm  

 

Prepared by:  Traci Cofer, RCOES; ORRCA Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Oak Ridge Reservation Communities Alliance (ORRCA) Meeting 

June 26, 2017; 2:00 pm 

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation, DOR  

Oak Ridge Office 

AGENDA  
 

I. Welcome and Introductions      Chairman Woody 

II. Approval of Minutes       All 

III. Discussion and Necessary Action Items    All    

i. Approval of Quarterly Reports 

ii. Response Letter from Jay Mullis 

iii. Letter to Federal Railroad Administration 

iv. Intern Guidelines/Future Focus 

v. BORCE Map 

IV. Updates from State And Federal Agencies 

i. Emergency Planning (ORNL Joint Exercise)   TEMA 

ii. Environmental Management     TDEC  

i. ETTP (Vision 2020) 

ii. Y-12 (Mercury & Demolition)  

iii. ORNL 

V. DOE Activities 

VI. Reports 

i. Fiduciary Report and updates from the City of Oak Ridge OR City Staff 

ii. Oak Ridge Site Specific Advisory Board Activities  RC Staff 

iii. Roane County Environmental Review Board Activities RC Staff 

iv. Environmental Quality Advisory Board 

VII. Meetings (ECA, DOE Annual Intergovernmental, Etc.) 

i. NRC Meeting on SMR- May 15, 2017 –Pollard Building, Oak Ridge 

ii. ECA Meeting -Mid-August -Hold for Manhattan Project 

iii. ECA Meeting –September 12-14 –EM Cleanup Workshop –Washington, D.C. 

VIII. Other Business 

IX. Adjourn 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 


